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of the magnificent works of Sophocles and Euripides was
worth the sublime works of Corneille—that this wretched
verse was worth the polished, elegant lines of Racine, had
she "been ably supported. But the error her selfishness had
committed was now visited on her own head. She had wish-
ed to stand alone in her triumphs; she stood alone to support
this crushing weight. She fought for her Electro, as the faith-
ful fought for their vanquished gods, and found strength in
the imminence of the peril; but the dastards by whom she
was surrounded did not even make a stand for the defense of
their own insulted altars, beneath the shelter of their own
profaned temple. Under such circumstances, without an
army, without captains or soldiers, in a bad cause, victory
was impossible, defeat inevitable.
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in March of this year the " Jeanne d'Arc" of Alexander
Soumet was revived, with Mademoiselle Eachel as the hero-
ine. The annals of France present no finer subject for trag-
edy than Jeanne d'Arc. On no other page will be found
such grand elements of inspiration; religion, loyalty, heroism,
virtue, are all united here; yet no poet, either in past or
present times, has been found to make good use of these
splendid and abundant materials. There is not a poem or a
tragedy in any language that does justice to the resplendent
creature that casts so glorious a halo over her age. The
feme of the heroine has received no new lustre, no confirm-
ation from the degenerate lips that have undertaken to sing
her praises. They have succeeded in dwarfing the more than
human proportions of the figure they sought to reproduce;
they seem to have looked at this grand image through an

